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About this event  

Course Title: Getting ready to teach International GCSE  Biology 2019 
Course Code: 4BI1/19IF01 
 
 
 
Aims and Objectives of the event  
 
 
1. Recognise the structure, content and assessment of the qualification 
2. Identify possible teaching and delivery strategies for the qualification 
3. Recognise the support Pearson offers for the qualification 
4. Gain insight into the general differences between the Pearson Edexcel and other 
specifications 
5. Gain an insight into typical student mistakes and misconceptions in the exam 
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Agenda  
 

Time Item 

9.30  
Welcome  
Tea & Coffee 

10.00 Agenda & Introductions 

10.15 International GCSE Features / Introduction to the new 
Edexcel International GCSE in Biology 

11.00  Changes in content and assessment 

11.30 Data analysis student responses  

12.00 New style questions student responses  

13.00 Lunch 

13.45 Practical requirements experiment design and student 
responses  

14.30 Mathematical skills and student responses 

15.15 Tea  

15.30 Lessons from the examinations  

16.00 Final questions 
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Activity 1 

• Consider how the reformed papers were different from those from the previous 
specification. 

• Write down four observations from your centre or from your students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Compare your observations with other delegates on your table.  
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Activity 2 
 

• Look at the samples of Question 8a(ii) paper 1B  
• Before looking at the Mark scheme  
• Place the responses in rank order  
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 
• Now use Mark scheme to mark each response 
• Compare this order with your original ranking 
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 

 
Sample 1  
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Sample 2  
 

 
 
Sample 3  
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Sample 4  
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Activity 3 
 

• Look at the samples of Paper 1 Question 2 c (ii) Discuss  
• Before looking at the Mark scheme  
• Place the responses in rank order  
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 
• Now use Mark scheme to mark each response 
• Compare this order with your original ranking 
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 

 
Sample 1  
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Sample 2  
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Sample 3  
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Sample 4  
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Activity 4 
 

• Look at the samples of Paper 1 Question 6 b(ii)    
• Before looking at the Mark scheme  
• Place the responses in rank order  
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 
• Now use Mark scheme to mark each response 
• Compare this order with your original ranking 
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 

 
Sample 1 
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Sample 2  
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Sample 3  
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Sample 4 
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Activity 5 
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• Look at the samples of Paper 1 Question 10 c   
• Before looking at the Mark scheme  
• Place the responses in rank order  
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 
• Now use Mark scheme to mark each response 
• Compare this order with your original ranking 
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 

 
Sample 1  
 

 
 
 
Sample 2  
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Sample 3  
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Sample 4 
 



 
 
 

Prepared by Pack Production 2016  
 
 
 
 
 

20  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 6  
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Activity 7  
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• Look at the samples of Paper 1 Question 4a 
• Before looking at the Mark scheme  
• Place the responses in rank order  
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 
• Now use Mark scheme to mark each response 
• Compare this order with your original ranking 
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 

 
Sample 1  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample 2  
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Sample 4  
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Activity 8 
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• Look at the samples of Paper 1 Question 4b 
• Before looking at the Mark scheme  
• Place the responses in rank order  
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 
• Now use Mark scheme to mark each response 
• Compare this order with your original ranking 
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 

 
Sample 1  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample 2  
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Sample 3  

 
 
 
Activity 9 
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• Look at the samples of Paper 1 Question 5 b (iii) 
• Which maths skills is this item testing? 
• Use Mark scheme to mark each response 
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 

 
Sample 1  
 

 
 
Sample 2  

 
Sample 3 
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Sample 4  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sample 5  
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Activity 10 
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• Look at the samples of Paper 1 Question 5 c (i) 
• Which maths skills is this item testing? 
• Use Mark scheme to mark each response 
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 

 
 
Sample 1  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample 2  
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Activity 11 
 



 
 
 

Prepared by Pack Production 2016  
 
 
 
 
 

33  

• Look at the samples of Paper 1 Question 6b (i) 
• Which maths skills is this item testing? 
• Use Mark scheme to mark each response 
• Compare your order with other delegates on your table 

 
Sample 1  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sample 2  
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Sample 3  
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